
 

 

 

ScottMadden to Partner with SEPA for Executive Fact-Finding 
Mission in Australia 
 
Exploring the Energy Markets in Australia 
 
ATLANTA, GA – (October 20, 2016) – ScottMadden, Inc., one of North America’s leading 
energy consulting firms, is proud to join the Smart Electric Power Alliance (SEPA) in a fact-
finding mission to discover ways Australian utilities and partners are deploying distributed energy 
resources (DERs) and how customers are responding to this market shift. Chris Vlahoplus, 
partner and clean tech & sustainability practice leader, and John Pang, partner, will represent 
ScottMadden in this group of energy industry executives. 
 
Why Australia? Today, one in seven Australian homes hosts rooftop solar, the result of a history 
of government support, world-class solar resources, and more than 20 years of continual 
economic growth. Now, as retail electricity demand flattens, rates increase, government 
incentives fade, and the cost of batteries decreases, utilities are faced with a new set of 
challenges. 
 
This select group of executives will meet with energy industry peers with the goal of returning 
with insights and practical knowledge that can be applied to planning and business decisions in 
the United States. The trip, which will take place November 13–18, 2016, will focus on 
addressing key questions, including: 
 

 How are these utilities competing with DER market alternatives? 

 What changes need to be implemented before the utilities can roll out the new services? 

 How are electricity customers reacting to the new service offerings? 

 What challenges are utilities facing and how are they addressing these challenges in their 
business model development? 

 
“We have found previous SEPA fact-finding trips to Germany, Hawaii, and Texas immensely 
valuable and look forward to gaining another unique perspective on how the utility of the future 
may function,” said Mr. Vlahoplus. 
 
“There is a lot of potential for solar plus storage in Australia. It will be interesting and insightful 
to learn how the utility business model is evolving in this market environment,” said Mr. Pang. 
 
If you are interested in receiving a copy of our key findings, please contact us. 
 
About Smart Electric Power Alliance 
The Smart Electric Power Alliance (SEPA) is an educational non-profit and a trusted platform for 
education, research and collaboration to help utilities deploy and integrate solar, storage, 
demand response, and other distributed energy resources. Created in 1992, we currently have 
over 1,000 members who represent the whole spectrum of industry stakeholders. Utilities, ISOs, 
large energy users, corporate and non-profits look to us to facilitate solutions for today’s 

https://www.solarelectricpower.org/
http://www.scottmadden.com/person/chris-vlahoplus/
http://www.scottmadden.com/person/john-pang/
http://www.scottmadden.com/page/17/contact-us.html


challenges and to meet tomorrow’s electricity needs for the next decade and beyond. For more 
information, visit www.solarelectricpower.org | Twitter | Facebook | LinkedIn 
 
About ScottMadden’s Energy Practice 
We know energy from the ground up. Since 1983, we have been energy consultants. We have 
served more than 300 clients, including 20 of the top 20 energy utilities. We have performed 
more than 2,400 projects across every energy utility business unit and every function. We have 
helped our clients develop strategies, improve operations, reorganize companies, and 
implement initiatives. Our broad and deep energy utility expertise is not theoretical—it is 
experience based. 
 
About ScottMadden, Inc. 
ScottMadden is the management consulting firm that does what it takes to get it done right. Our 
practice areas include Energy, Clean Tech & Sustainability, Corporate & Shared Services, and 
Grid Transformation. We deliver a broad array of consulting services ranging from strategic 
planning through implementation across many industries, business units, and functions. To learn 
more, visit www.scottmadden.com | Twitter | Facebook | LinkedIn 
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