
 

 

 

ScottMadden Reviews Why Mandates Still Matter in the Age of 
Cheap Renewables 
 
ATLANTA, GA – (January 23, 2018) – ScottMadden, Inc., one of North America’s leading 

energy consulting firms, recently connected with Utility Dive to discuss why mandates still 

matter in the age of cheap renewables. This article focuses on the growth of renewable 

energy, the major forces at play, and the role of the renewable portfolio standard (RPS) in 

many states. 

We are in a period of transition from a policy-driven environment to an economic-driven 

environment. To understand whether mandates are still the primary driver, one must look at 

states individually. In states that have increased RPS policy targets, mandates will still 

continue to serve a critical role in the adoption of renewable energy. The dramatic drop in 

renewable energy prices has allowed some states to surpass RPS policy targets while limiting 

the burden placed on ratepayers. 

“Most states have seen little difficulty meeting their requirements. Critical factors are the 

availability of renewable resources and the policy design,” explains Chris Vlahoplus, partner 

and clean tech & sustainability practice leader at ScottMadden. 

Mr. Vlahoplus continues, “RPSs can be vital economic drivers, but the right combination of 

resource abundance and alternative policies also works. Solar in the Southeast could be the 

next major non-RPS market. There is currently 1.6 GW of solar capacity operating in Florida, 

Georgia, and Alabama and, more importantly, 1.8 GW of solar capacity under construction or 

in the early stages of development in those three states.” 

About ScottMadden’s Clean Tech & Sustainability Practice 
Leveraging our energy expertise, the ScottMadden Clean Tech & Sustainability practice helps 
our clients effectively navigate through the quickly changing energy landscape. We specialize 
in assisting our clients with sustainable energy strategies and making smart portfolio choices. 
We work with our clients to understand and effectively utilize cleaner, renewable sources of 
energy, such as wind, solar, bioenergy, and nuclear. Our experienced team of energy 
practitioners understands the roles of energy efficiency, demand response, and storage as part 
of an integrated strategy. We also assist clients with sustainability, bringing an understanding 
of energy-unique concerns. 
 
About ScottMadden, Inc. 
ScottMadden is the management consulting firm that does what it takes to get it done right. 
Our practice areas include Energy, Clean Tech & Sustainability, Corporate & Shared Services, 
Grid Transformation, and Rates, Regulation, & Planning. We deliver a broad array of 
consulting services ranging from strategic planning through implementation across many 
industries, business units, and functions. To learn more, visit www.scottmadden.com | Twitter | 
Facebook | LinkedIn 
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